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Be visible

Wear light, bright, and (for night) reflective clothing.  At night use a
rear red reflector and white front headlight (A.R.S. 28-817).  You should
also use a red taillight.
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violation and that the m
inor uses or intends to use said

helm
et w

henever required to do so by this chapter. (O
rd.

1
9
9
5
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 1
 (part),1

9
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. P
arkin

g
 o

f b
icycles.

It shall b
e unlaw

ful to
 p

ark a b
icycle up

o
n any p

ub
lic

sidew
alk or street in a m

anner that substantially im
pedes

pedestrian or vehicular traffic or obstructs access to pub-
lic or private facilities.
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. 5

-2
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id
in

g
 o

n
 sid

e
w

alks an
d
 p

e
d
e
strian

p
ath

s, an
d
 th

ro
u
g
h
 u

n
d
e
rp

asse
s.

A
. It sh

all b
e u

n
law

fu
l to

 rid
e a b

icycle o
n
 an

y p
u
b
lic

sidew
alks, o

r upo
n a desig

nated pedestrian path in
any pub

lic park, unless sig
ns are posted specifically

perm
itting bicycling.

B
. It shall b

e unlaw
ful to

 ride a b
icycle thro

ug
h any un-

derpass w
hen signs are posted prohibiting bicycling.

S
EC

. 5
-3

. Enfo
rcem

ent.
A

ny violation of a provision of this chapter shall be a civil
infraction, unless otherw

ise specified, subject to the pro-
visions of C

hapter 2
8
 of this C

ode. V
iolations of this C

hap-
ter shall be deem

ed as civil infractions subject to a sanc-
tion of tw

enty-five-dollars ($
2
5
.0

0
).

Be polite and
be smart

Use hand signals to show
your intentions and ride
in a predictable fashion
(A.R.S. 28-756).
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C
. A

 path or lane that is designated as a bicycle path or
lane by state or local authorities is for the exclusive
use of bicycles even though other uses are perm

itted
pursuant to subsection D

 or are otherw
ise perm

itted
by state or local authorities.

D
. A

 person shall not operate, stop, park or leave stand-
ing a vehicle in a path or lane designated as a bicycle
path or lane by a state or local authority except in the
case of em

ergency or for crossing the path or lane to
gain access to a public or private road or drivew

ay.

E. Subsection D
 does not prohibit the use of the path or

lane by the appropriate local authority.

2
8
-8

1
7
. B

icycle equipm
ent

A.
A

 bicycle that is used at nighttim
e shall have a lam

p
on the front that em

its a w
hite light visible from

 a
distance of at least five hundred feet to the front and
a red reflector on the rear of a type that is approved
by the departm

ent and that is visible from
 all distances

from
 fifty feet to three hundred feet to the rear w

hen
the reflector is directly in front of law

ful upper beam
s

of head lam
ps on a m

otor vehicle. A
 bicycle m

ay have
a lam

p that em
its a red light visible from

 a distance of
five hundred feet to the rear in addition to the red
reflector.

B
. A

 person shall not operate a bicycle that is equipped
w

ith a siren or w
histle.

Obey all traffic laws,
signs and signals.

Turning
right

Turning
left

Slowing
down

OR

Watch ahead for hazardous railroad tracks. Look behind you to make
sure it’s safe, signal your intentions, then cross tracks as close to a
right angle as possible (A.R.S. 28-815).

Cross tracks carefully
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2
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1
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. C

ling
ing

 to
 vehicle

A
 person riding on a bicycle, coaster, sled or toy ve-

hicle or on roller skates shall not attach the bicycle,
coaster, sled, toy vehicle or roller skates or that person
to a vehicle on a roadw

ay.
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. R

id
ing

 o
n ro

ad
w

ay and
 b

icycle p
ath;

b
icycle p

ath usag
e

A
. A

 person riding a bicycle on a roadw
ay at less than the

norm
al speed of traffic at the tim

e and place and un-
der the conditions then existing shall ride as close as
practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the road-
w

ay, except under any of the follow
ing situations:

1
. If overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle
proceeding in the sam

e direction.

2
. If preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a
private road or drivew

ay.

3
.If reasonably necessary to avoid conditions, including
fixed or m

oving objects, parked or m
oving vehicles,

bicycles, pedestrians, anim
als or surface hazards.

4
. If the lane in w

hich the p
erso

n is o
p
erating

 the
bicycle is too narrow

 for a bicycle and a vehicle to
travel safely side by side w

ithin the lane.

B
. Persons riding bicycles on a roadw

ay shall not ride
m

ore than tw
o abreast except on paths or parts of

roadw
ays set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles.
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Ride on the right with the flow of traffic—NEVER ride against traffic
on the road, in a bike lane, or on a sidewalk.  Drivers turning from
the side cannot see you and approaching drivers will not expect you
to be riding the wrong way (A.R.S. 28-815).

Be predictable B
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1
. Left turn. H

and and arm
 extended horizontally.

2
. Right turn. H

and and arm
 extended upw

ard.

3
. Stop or decrease speed. H

and and arm
 extended

dow
nw

ard.

B.
A

 person operating a bicycle m
ay give a right turn

signal by extending the right hand and arm
 horizontally

to the right side of the bicycle.

2
8
-8

1
1
. Parent and

 g
uard

ian resp
o
nsib

ility;
ap

p
licab

ility o
f article

A.
T
he parent of a child and the guardian of a w

ard
shall not authorize or know

ingly perm
it the child or

w
ard to violate this chapter.

B.
Except as otherw

ise provided in this article, this
chapter applies to a bicycle w

hen it is operated on a highw
ay

or on a path set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles.

2
8
-8

1
2
. A

p
p
licab

ility o
f traffic law

s to
 b

icycle
rid

ers
A

 person riding a bicycle on a roadw
ay or on a shoulder

adjoining a roadw
ay is granted all of the rights and is

subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of a
vehicle by this chapter and chapters 4

 and 5
 of this title,

except special rules in this article and except provisions
of this chapter and chapters 4

 and 5
 of this title that by

their nature can have no application.
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Plan ahead and watch for hazards

Watch out for grates, oily pavement, loose gravel, cattle guards and
railroad tracks.  Announce hazards for other following cyclists.  Check
behind to make sure it’s safe, signal your intentions, then move to
the left to avoid the hazard. (A.R.S. 28-815).
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right side of the roadw
ay until safely clear of the over-

taken vehicle.

2
8
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3
5
. O

vertaking
 b

icycles; civil p
enalties

A
. W

hen overtaking and passing a bicycle proceeding
in the sam

e direction, a person driving a m
otor ve-

hicle shall exercise due care by leaving a safe dis-
tance betw

een the m
otor vehicle and the bicycle of

not less than three feet until the m
otor vehicle is

safely past the overtaken bicycle.

B
. If a person violates this section and the violation
results in a collision causing:

1
. Serious physical injury as defined in section1

3
-

1
0
5
 to another person, the violator is subject to

a civil penalty of up to five hundred dollars.

2
. D

eath to another person, the violator is subject to
a civil penalty of up to one thousand dollars.

C
.
Subsection B

 of this section does not apply to a
bicyclist w

ho is injured in a vehicular traffic lane w
hen a

designated bicycle lane or path is present and passable.

2
8
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5
6
. M

ethod of giving hand and arm
 signals

A
. Except as provided by subsection B, a person shall
g
ive all hand

 and
 arm

 sig
nals req

uired
 b

y this
article from

 the left side of the vehicle in the follow
-

ing
 m

anner, and
 the sig

nals shall ind
icate as

follow
s:
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While riding two abreast is legal, it may not always be best. When
riding two abreast in accordance with the law (A.R.S. 28-815),
remember that you cannot impede the normal and reasonable move-
ment of traffic (A.R.S. 28-704).

Be cautious when riding two abreast
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2
8

-7
0

4
. M

inim
um

 sp
eed

 lim
its; req

uirem
ent

to
 turn o

ff ro
ad

w
ay

A.
A
 person shall not drive a m

otor vehicle at such a slow
 speed

as to im
pede or block the norm

al and reasonable m
ovem

ent
of traffic except w

hen reduced speed is necessary for safe
operation or in com

pliance w
ith law

.

B.
If the director or local authorities w

ithin their respective juris-
dictions determ

ine on the basis of an engineering and traffic
investigation that slow

 speeds on any part of a highw
ay con-

sistently im
pede the norm

al and reasonable m
ovem

ent of
traffic, the director or local authority m

ay determ
ine and de-

clare a m
inim

um
 speed lim

it below
 w

hich a person shall not
drive a vehicle except w

hen necessary for safe operation or in
com

pliance w
ith law

.

C.
If a person is driving a vehicle at a speed less than the norm

al
flow

 of traffic at the particular tim
e and place on a tw

o-lane
highw

ay w
here passing is unsafe, and if five or m

ore vehicles
are form

ed in a line behind the vehicle, the person shall turn
the vehicle off the roadw

ay at the nearest place designated
as a turnout by signs erected by the director or a local author-
ity, or w

herever sufficient area for a safe turnout exists, in
order to perm

it the vehicles follow
ing to proceed.

2
8
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2
3
. O

vertaking
 a vehicle o

n the left
T
he driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle pro-

ceeding in the sam
e direction shall pass to the left of the

vehicle at a safe distance and shall not again drive to the
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Take the lane when appropriate

Remember that you may “take the lane” if the lane is not wide enough
for a car and bike (A.R.S. 28-815). Check behind to make sure it’s safe,
signal your intentions, and take the lane by riding approximately 1/3
to 1/2 of the way into the lane. As soon as possible, move to the
right to allow a following vehicle to pass.
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Help keep trash
out of the bike lanes
Never litter, and always
properly secure your loads.

Debris creates hazardous
conditions and forces cyclists
further into the travel lane.

Don't Litter! Debris in the
bike lanes is dangerous!

Look for people in parked cars ahead of you and ride in a straight
line at least 4 feet away from the car.  Someone may open the car
door in front of you unexpectedly. Be predictable: don’t weave in
and out between parked cars.

Be careful when riding by parked cars B
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Give extra room when passing

If you are driving a large vehicle such as a truck, RV, or bus, the wind
pushed out from the side can cause a cyclist to crash. Slow down as
much as possible and please give a full 5 feet of clearance. Safe
passing distance is the law ( A.R.S. 28-723, A.R.S. 28-735).

You may make a left turn like a vehicle by looking over your
shoulder, signaling, and moving into the left turn lane when
it’s safe. (A.R.S. 28-815)

You may make a left turn by going to the far side of the
intersection, turning your bike, and using the roadway.

You may make a left turn by going to the far side of the
intersection, turning your bike, and then using the
crosswalk.

Three legal ways to turn left
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Give a cyclist room to maneuver

Assume there is a good reason for a cyclist’s position in the road and
give him adequate room to maneuver. Cyclists can move further into
the travel lane due to hazards such as drainage grates, glass, potholes,
gravel and trash, and to be more visible to drivers. (A.R.S. 28-815)
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Pay attention to
the road, not to
your phone
According to national research,
you are four times more likely
to have an automobile crash if
you use a cell phone while
driving.

For everyone’s safety, pull over
to a safe location off the road
to use your cell phone.

You may make a left turn like a vehicle by looking over your
shoulder, signaling, and moving into the left turn lane when
it’s safe. (A.R.S. 28-815)

You may make a left turn by going to the far side of the
intersection, turning your bike, and using the roadway.

You may make a left turn by going to the far side of the
intersection, turning your bike, and then using the
crosswalk.

Three legal ways to turn left

1

2

3

M
  O

  T
  O

  R
  I  S

  T
  S

27
14

B
  I  C

  Y
  C

  L
  I  S

  T
  S

Give a cyclist room to maneuver

Assume there is a good reason for a cyclist’s position in the road and
give him adequate room to maneuver. Cyclists can move further into
the travel lane due to hazards such as drainage grates, glass, potholes,
gravel and trash, and to be more visible to drivers. (A.R.S. 28-815)

On a shared pathway reduce speeds when approaching
pedestrians, say “On your left!” or “Passing!” and allow a safe pass-
ing distance.  Consider putting a bell on your bike. Remember! The
pedestrian you treat well on the pathway may be the driver who
treats you well when you’re cycling on the roadway.

Respect pedestrians
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Look before opening your door

Opening your car door in a crowded area can be disastrous to a cyclist
riding near parked cars. Drivers are legally required to make sure it’s
safe before opening a car door into the roadway.

Even with eye contact the person may not really see you or realize
the speed you are going, so be prepared!

Be a defensive bike ‘driver’

Be aware of your
surroundings, and
especially turning
and side traffic.
Make eye contact
with drivers and be
sure to get their
attention.
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M
  O
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  SSlow down and pass cyclists carefully through construction zones, at

railroad crossings and cattle guards, and in poor weather conditions
(A.R.S. 28-735). Watch for cyclists moving to the left briefly in order
to safely cross railroad tracks. (A.R.S. 28-815).

Give extra room near hazards

According to national studies,
85% of brain injuries can be
prevented by wearing a helmet.

Pima County and City of Tucson
laws require all bicyclists under
the age of 18 to wear a helmet.

Protect yourself
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. A

 bicycle shall be equipped w
ith a brake that enables

the operator to m
ake the braked w

heels skid on dry,
level, clean pavem

ent.
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Helmet and bicycle mirrors improve your overall awareness
and allow you to see following vehicles.
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 Requirem

ent for helm
et use.

N
o person under eighteen years of age shall ride a bi-

cycle or be a passenger on a bicycle, ride in a restraining
seat attached to a bicycle, or ride in a trailer tow

ed by a
bicycle unless that person is w

earing a properly fitted and
fastened bicycle helm

et w
hich m

eets the current stan-
dards of the A

m
erican N

ational Standards Institute for
protective headgear. (O

rd. 1
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9
5
-1

2
 §

 1
 (part), 1

9
9
5
)

1
0
.4

3
.0

3
0
 C

ivil penalties.
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ny person in violation of this chapter shall be found
guilty of a civil infraction and be required to pay a m
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m
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 fine of fifty dollars that cannot be suspended ex-

cept pursuant to Section 1
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purchased or otherw
ise obtained since the tim

e of the

According to national studies,
85% of brain injuries can be
prevented by wearing a helmet.

Pima County and City of Tucson
laws require all bicyclists under
the age of 18 to wear a helmet.

Protect yourself
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Helmet and bicycle mirrors improve your overall awareness
and allow you to see following vehicles.
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